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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Cultivation of wheat crop started in many parts of the country. Punjab Agriculture Department
(PAD) has advised the growers from Barani areas to use only approved varieties of wheat seed
for sowing to achieve maximum per acre yield. Picking of cotton crop ended in the cotton
growing areas of the country. During Kharif (2018-19) cotton prices were very attractive to
promote farmers’ investment in farm management practices. During November, Sugarcane crop
was at sucrose accumulation/maturity stage. Harvesting of early sown coarse rice has completed.
Maize is at wax or maturity stage and growth of the crop is reported satisfactory in Punjab province.
While in KPK, Maize is at standing and grain filling stage and growth remains satisfactory due to
better atmospheric conditions.
Decrease in power generation of about 4,000 MW has been observed due to closure of withdrawal
of water from the Terbela dam on the river Indus and Mangla dam on the river Jehlum by the Indus
River System Authority (IRSA).
Fifteen agreements or Memorandum of Understanding were signed between China and Pakistan to
enhance exports and economic conditions. These agreements were made in the area of socioeconomic development, poverty alleviation, agriculture, economic and technical cooperation,
forestry, earth sciences, higher education and technology during the visit of PM from 2nd to 5th
November, 2018. According to Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Pakistan's seafood export scaled back
to $ 67.156 million in July-Sep 2018-19, down by 11.31 percent.
Third week of November, will receive normal wind pattern, decline in slight temperature (1-2oC) and
light to moderate rainfall and snowfall in KP and Gilgit Baltistan. Cold and dry weather will be
occurred in Punjab and sindh provinces. Fog/Smog is likely to prevail in the lower Sindh especially
Karachi. Drought prevailing conditions are likely to continue/intensify in Sindh and southwest of
Balochistan and southern Punjab.
According to NFDC report, Rabi season 2018-19 is expected to begin with 271,000 tons of urea and
total urea availability will be 3.2 million tons with domestic production of 2.829 thousand tons and
imports of 100,000 tons of urea as allowed by the federal government to counter the shortage during
Rabi 2018-19. The government is likely to allow further import of 0.1 million tonnes of urea
immediately to meet domestic demand in Rabi season.
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The Punjab government has allocated Rs 131.8 billion for the agriculture and allied sectors for
the year 2018-19 with a view to raise the growth rate from existing 3.4 to 7 percent. According
to the budget documents, this allocation (both development & non-development) include Rs
31.7 billion for agriculture, Rs 40.1 billion for food, Rs 8.2 billion for forestry wildlife and
fisheries, 38.3 billion for irrigation and power and Rs 13.5 billion for livestock and dairy
development.
Nevertheless, the government has focused more on completing the ongoing schemes rather
than introducing new schemes. As per the document, Rs 6.865 billion has been allocated for the
ongoing schemes which include agricultural education, extension, mechanization, research, water
management, economics and marketing. Rupees 200 million have also been allocated for
continuing work on setting up of Punjab Agriculture, Food and Drug Authority (PAFDA). A
paltry sum of Rs 135 million has been allocated for introduction of new schemes under
mechanization, research, soil survey of Punjab and water management heads.
CURRENT CROP SITUATION
1. Wheat

Cultivation of wheat crop started in many parts of the country. Punjab Agriculture Department
(PAD) has advised the growers from Barani areas to use only approved varieties of wheat seed
for sowing to achieve maximum per acre yield. The department has urged the growers to
complete their cultivation by November 15 and use approved varieties of NARC 2009, BARS
2009, Dharabi 2011, Pakistan 2013, Fateh Jang 2016, Ihsan 2016, Barani 2017 and Chakwal 50.
Further it is advised to use 40-50 kilograms of wheat seed per acre with germination not less
than 85 per Cent growers from areas with low rain percentage, such as Rajanpur, Layyah, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh, Bhakkar, Mianwali and Khushab, should use one bag of DAP and
two-third bag of urea with half bag of SOP or two bags of nitrophos per acre while preparing
the land for sowing. While growers should use two bags of DPA and 1.25 bags of urea, half bag
of SOP or five bags of single super phosphate (18 percent) and two bags of urea and half bag of
SOP per acre in moderate and heavy rain fall areas. It is important to remove weeds in Barani
areas for getting maximum yield.
2. Cotton

Picking of cotton crop ended in the cotton growing areas of the country. During Kharif (201819) cotton prices were very attractive to promote farmers’ investment in farm management
practices. Cotton crop however, faced acute irrigation water shortage particularly in the
beginning of season. This shortage has not only reduced cotton sown area particularly in Sindh
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but also posed stressed condition for the crop growth throughout the country. This is also
evident from comparative analysis of satellite based data for last decade of September 2018 and
2017.
During the period under review, arrivals of seed cotton were remained at Rs. 1,818 thousand
bales in Punjab and in sindh were remained at Rs 2,203 thousand bales. However, average prices
of seed cotton remained Rs. 3,980 per 40 kg at Hyderabad, Rs. 3,966 per Kg, R.Y.Khan Rs.
3,966 per 40 kg, at Multan 3602 per 40 kg and Sahiwal Rs. 3688 per 40 kg during the period of
under consideration.

Cotton Crop Assessment Committee (CCAC) in its meeting held on 12th September, 2018 gave
its first assessment for expected cotton production during Kharif 2018-19. Committee has
assessed expected cotton production at 10.487 million bales against the target of 14.370 million
bales. Province wise assessment of CCAC against the target is given below:

According to Pakistan Cotton Ginners Association (PCGA) report of 1st October, 2018 cotton
arrivals in the ginning factories of Pakistan were 4.020 million bales as compared to 3.991
million bales during last year (up by 0.74 percent). In Punjab cotton arrivals remained higher by
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8.31 percent while lower by 4.76 percent in Sindh as compared to 1st October, 2017. The detail
of cotton arrivals is given below:

International Cotton Situation
Global cotton area is expected to decrease by 2% to 33.4 million hectares in 2018-19 as compared to
34.13 million hectares in 2017-18. Based on lower area estimates, global production for 2018-19 is
estimated to decline by 3.8% to 25.9 million tons as against 26.9 million tons in 2017-18. World
cotton consumption is expected to increase by 2.6% to 27.6 million tons in 2018-19 as compared to
26.9 million tons in 2017-18. However, world exports and imports are projected to increase by 10%
to 9.9 million tons in 2018-19. The world ending stocks are projected to decrease by 8.5% to 17.2
million tons in 2018-19.
3. Sugarcane
During November, Sugarcane crop was at sucrose accumulation/maturity stage. Generally the crop
condition was satisfactory but irrigation water shortage, reduction in nitrogen fertilizer off-take and
unfavorable agro-meteorological conditions during the current season might have negative
implications for the crop health. Attractive prices of other Kharif crops, non-availability of
sugarcane support price, and delay payments have resulted in reduction of sugarcane crop size for
this season. Farmers’ associations have demanded for timely start of crushing season particularly in
November against the last year delay till end of December. Provincial governments should take
necessary actions for timely start of crushing season along with timely payment at notified prices.
4. Rice
Currently harvesting of rice has completed and is at marketing stage in the country. Procurement of
Pakistani rice has recently declined in international markets due to Aflatoxin disease. Therefore,
farmers are advised to dry their produce within 24 hours after harvesting and supply to market as
early as possible. Maintain moisture level at 12% to 14 % if required to store the product. Moreover,
farmers are also advised to dump the stubbles of rice after harvesting and use combine harvester
machine for harvesting as it saves seeds from breakage in future.
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5. Maize
According to National Agro Met Centre, Maize is at wax or maturity stage and growth of the crop is
reported satisfactory in Punjab province during the month of November. While in KPK, Maize is at
standing and grain filling stage and growth remains satisfactory due to better atmospheric conditions
prevailed in the province during the month of September. However, harvesting of early grown
verities has been started in the lower and central plain areas. Crop condition is also found
satisfactory in Balochistan as well as in Gilgit- Baltistan.
6. Horticulture





The Met Office has asked the farmers to complete peanut harvesting before plowing field with
making plans for irrigating the coming Rabi crops.
Harvesting of tobacco crops has completed in Punjab,
Early picking of citrus has started in Punjab,
Harvesting of sorghum, millet, sunflower and mung bean started in the country,

IMPORT & EXPORT SITUATION




The government is likely to allow further import of 0.1 million tonnes of urea immediately to
meet domestic demand in Rabi season. The decision was taken at a meeting of Fertilizer Review
Committee (FRC) to analyse demand and supply position and stock availability of urea for Rabi
2018-19. The new import will be over and above 0.1 million of urea for which tenders have
already been awarded by the Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP).
According to Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Pakistan's seafood export scaled back to $ 67.156
million in July-Sep 2018-19, down by 11.31 percent. Fall in seafood export now stands at
$8.567 million in July-Sep 2018-19 from $75.723 million in July-Sep 2017-18.n term of volume,
the country exported 28,185 metric tons of seafood in July-Sep 2018-19, less by five percent or
1359 metric tons from 29,544 metric tons in July-Sep 2017-18.

PM Visit to China
 Several avenues for mutually beneficial collaboration were identified between Pakistan and
China during the visit of Prime Minister’s to China from 2nd to 5th November, 2018. Fifteen
agreements or Memorandum of Understand (MOU) were signed between the two sides in the
sphere of economic cooperation. These included agreements in the area of socio-economic
development, poverty alleviation, agriculture, economic and technical cooperation, forestry,
earth sciences, higher education and technology.
 It was decided that the next stage of CPEC will focus on industrial expansion, agricultural
revitalization and trade integration of the two economies. This phase will help the
Government of Pakistan in achieving its objectives of job creation and export growth.
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 The two sides also held discussions on immediate market access for Pakistan’s exports as well
as balance of payments support. The top Chinese leadership expressed their strong support
and a Task Force was established by both sides to discuss the matters further.
WEATHER OUTLOOK
Past trends


According to Pakistan Metrological Department, Light rainfall observed at scattered places
in Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Jammu & Kashmir and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during the
past week of November. Dry weather is also observed in Sindh and Balochistan under this
week. Key weather indicators remained last week in overall country are tabulated below:

Province

Maximum
Temperature (oC)

Minimum
Temperature (oC)

Punjab

27.2

10.7

Sindh

35.2

18.3

KP

22

6

Balochistan

28

10

G.B and Azad Kashmir

16.7

3

According to Pakistan Metrological Department following weather conditions may like to be
prevailed in 3rd week of November:
 Mainly cold and dry weather is expected in most parts of the province during the upcoming
days of the November in Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan province. However, light to
moderate rainfall (snowfall over hills) is expected in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit Baltistan
provinces and Kashmir. Night temperatures are likely to drop slightly (1 oC -2oC) and day
temperatures remain normal in most parts of the country. Normal wind pattern may prevail
in most of the agricultural plains of the country in the period under consideration.
 A thick layer of fog appeared in Karachi in early hours of Wednesday, due to absence of
sea breeze since the past three days. Relative humidity also led the smoky weather and
foggy condition in the city. These foggy conditions are likely to persist for next three
days in the city.
 Drought prevailing conditions are also likely to continue/intensify in Sindh and southwest of
Balochistan.
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In order to reduce the effect of smog in the Punjab province, Government of Punjab has
started a crackdown under section 144 against burning of crop stubble, garbage and
industrial, vehicular emission to combat smog production. Under Section 144, the burning
of crop residue and garbage would be banned and coal-fired brick kilns closed from October
to December. In this regard, Governrnment of Punjab has formulated 11,213 committees at
village level. Member of these committees are advising farmers to avoid burning of rice
stubbles and creating awareness among farmers about SMOG effects. These committees
transfer their knowledge and information through electronic media.



Keeping in view the expected weather conditions following advises are suggested for
farming community:
• Complete the cultivation of fodder crops on proper time.
• Apply deep ploughing in the fields, to preserve the soil moisture for the next
crops.
• Use proper precautions during picking of cotton because the cost of good and
clean quality cotton is high than that of the filthy one.
• Prepare field for coming Rabi crops and complete sowing in time.
 Farmers are advised to schedule the irrigation plains in accordance with the
expected weather mentioned above.

DROUGHT SITUATION
Past trends

According to Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI), wet conditions prevailed over some placed
in northern parts of the country. During the month of October, the rains in agricultural plains of
KP and Punjab gave some relief to the crops. Many districts in Sindh and Balochistan are under
moderate to severe drought conditions due to no or very less precipitation and persistent dry
conditions over there.
During the month of November, no significant rainfall is expected in drought affected areas of
Sindh and Balochistan. Therefore, drought conditions are likely to continue to prevail during the
period.
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WATER SITUATION
Indus River System Authority (IRSA) has stopped withdrawal of water from the Tarbela dam on
the river Indus and Mangla dam on the river Jhelum as Punjab has closed all its perennial and nonperennial canals to preserve the precious resource for sowing and growing the strategic Rabi crops
including the staple food wheat, fodder for live stock, oilseeds, grams, maize, lentils, winter
vegetables etc in the canal irrigated areas. The closure of water discharges from the dams has
resulted a drop of 4,000 MW production of electricity, produced by the hydel power generation.
According to Water Development and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) River’s and
barrage’s inflow and out flow are given as follows:
In cusec
Note:* Estimates as on November 12, 2018
River*
Inflow

Outflow

Indus at Tarbela

23,200

59,000

Kabul Inflow at Nowshera

5,700

-

Jehlum at Mangla

14,500

23,000

Chenab at Mrala

12,200

In cusec

Barrages*

Inflow

Outflow

Jinnah

64,000

60,000

Chashma

61,700

51,000

Taunsa

50,000

46,000

Panjnad

4,800

Nil

Guddu

33,300

26,700

Sukkur

24,600

3,000

Kotri

4,000

Nil

* Estimates as on November 05, 2018

Source: Water Development and Power Development Authority (WAPDA)

8|Page

FERTILIZER OFFTAKE SITUATION
According to NFDC report, Rabi season 2018-19 is expected to begin with 271,000 tons of urea and
total urea availability will be 3.2 million tons with domestic production of 2.829 thousand tons and
imports of 100,000 as allowed by the federal government to counter the shortage during Rabi 201819.
The NFDC of the Ministry of Food and Agriculture has forecast that only 85,000 tons of urea
stocks will be available in December this year, while these stocks will be negative of 30,000 tons in
January and some 15,000 tons in March in spite of the production started by two domestic urea
plants and import of 100,000 tons of urea.
NEWS & TRENDS








Agricultural sector plays a strategic role in the progress of economic development of a
country. Our most of exportable items belong to agriculture sector, which highly depends on
fuel and energy. Therefore, an increase in the price of petroleum products makes exportable
products uncompetitive in international market. Moreover, increase in petroleum prices adds
complexities to the agriculture sector, which is already in a bad state of affairs because of
water scarcity and high input cost.
 Increase in petroleum prices also increases the input cost of agriculture
production as high speed diesel is being used in tractors, tube-wells, harvesters,
thrashers and other agriculture machinery.
 Increase in diesel price also enhances transportation cost and creates problems
for agriculture sector as most of the tube wells are running on diesel.
 Our government is producing huge amount of electricity through thermal means
and after increase in petroleum prices the rates of electricity would touch new
highs. The government should withdraw huge hike in POL prices to avert huge
economic losses and to win the trust of trade, industry and masses otherwise
anti-government sentiments would rise.
For bringing green revolution in economy, KP government has allocated Rs 5.645 billion for
water reservoir projects for the financial year 2018-19 ut of which 171 are ongoing with
allocation of Rs 5643.997 million and four are new with allocation of Rs 1.003 million.
Punjab government has approved the project for the digitization of crop inspection and the
project will kick off by Jan, 2019. Punjab government has completed the rural land records
and now we are planning to digitize the left over areas i.e. Urban Land Records and for this
it need World Bank support in the preparation of the project document, feasibility report
and the proposed structure of Urban Land Records.
A signing Ceremony of Memorandum of Understanding was held at PARC HQs, Islamabad
between Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC), Islamabad and University of
Science and Technology Bannu (USTB), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to undertake a program of
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scientific, technical and academic collaboration for exchange of ideas, skills and techniques
on problems of national interest. A delegation from University of Science and Technology
(USTB), Bannu headed by Dr. Hidayat Ullah Khan, Acting Chairman visited PARC HQs on
29th October, 2018 for the purpose. The PARC and USTB, reorganizing that mutual
scientific and technical cooperation will advance the state of science and technology within
the country and strengthen the infrastructure.
USAID Pakistan through the Pakistan Agricultural Technology Transfer Activity signed
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) with 10 leading private sector agri-tech companies to
help scale up investments in affordable new agricultural technologies. The project has signed
MOUs with Ali Akbar Group Enterprises, CattleKit, Farm Dynamics, Haji Sons, Farm
Solutions, Dairy Solutions, Solve Agri Pak, Matra Asia, Ravi Agriculture, and Noorani
Industries. The PATTA project partnership seeks to enable agri-tech knowledge transfer and
eliminate the barriers to technology adoption, increasing awareness and ultimately enhancing
farmers' production, and profits. The results will improve Pakistan's overall agriculturefuelled economic infrastructure and contribute to food security.
************
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www.pcga.org.pk
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