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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

According to Pakistan Economic Survey 2016-17, agriculture sector achieved growth of 3.46 

percent against the target of 3.5 percent during the same year.  

During 2016-17, wheat crop was sown on an area of 9052 thousand hectares witnessing a decrease 

of 1.9 percent and production was estimated at 25.750 million tonnes during 2016 witnessing an 

increase of 0.5 percent. At the present time, harvesting and threshing of wheat has almost ended in 

country.  

Harvesting and threshing of sugar cane is near to its end in Sindh however ratoon and new crop is 

in fields in Punjab. During 2016-17, the production of sugarcane reached to historical high of 73.6 

million tonnes showing an increase of 12.4 percent over the production of 65.5 million tones.  

During 2016-17, area sown under maize crop has increased to 1334 thousand hectares, showing a 

significant increase of 12.0 percent and production stood at record high of 6.130 million tones. 

Transplantation of rice is being carried out in Punjab and Sindh. Cotton production was estimated at 

10.671 million bales registering 7.6 percent increase over the production of 9.917 million.  

 Two new varieties of rice seeds, GSR8-1 and GSR8-2, have been introduced in Pakistan for a better 

crop yield. Rice crop was sown on area of 2724 thousand hectares showing a decrease of 0.6 

percent. Rice production stood at 6849 thousand tones. Presently transplantation of rice is being 

carried out in the country. 

The country is facing 12 percent irrigation water shortage during early Kharif period from 01 April 

to 10 June as only 10,248 MAF is estimated to be available against the requirement of 11.613 MAF 

water. 

Total availability of urea during Kharif 2017 will be about 4018 thousand tonnes comprising of 1318 

thousand tonnes of opening balance and 2700 thousand tonnes of domestic production. Urea off-

take is expected to be around 3000 thousand tones. 

Weather outlook for the month of June shows that normal to below normal rainfall is expected in 

the southern parts of the country while northern and north western parts of the country may get 

above normal rainfall. 
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During 2016-17, performance of the agriculture sector remained up to the mark and achieved 

growth of 3.46 percent against the target of 3.5 percent. This was possible by better harvesting of 

major crops through greater availability of agriculture inputs like water, agriculture credit and 

intensive fertilizers off-take. The growth in crops was registered at 3.02 percent against the negative 

growth of 4.97 percent during the same period last year. The growth of sub sector of important 

crops, other crops and cotton ginning posted growths of 4.12 percent, 0.21 percent and 5.59 

percent, respectively against last year growths of -5.47 percent, 0.59 percent and -22.12 percent 

respectively. Other sub sectors of Agriculture like Livestock, Forestry and Fishing posted growth of 

3.43 percent, 14.49 percent and 1.23 percent, respectively.  
(Source: Pakistan Economic Survey 2016-17) 

 

CURRENT CROP SITUATION 

 

The important crops (wheat, rice, sugarcane maize and cotton) account for 23.85 percent of the 

value added in overall agriculture and 4.66 percent of GDP. The other crops account for 11.03 

percent of the value added in overall agriculture and 2.15 percent of GDP. 

 

A. Wheat 

 

Harvesting and threshing of wheat has almost ended in 

country with few exceptions in some barani areas of KP.  

Wheat accounts for 9.6 percent of the value added in 

agriculture and 1.9 percent of GDP of Pakistan. During 

2016-17, wheat crop was sown on an area of 9052 thousand 

hectares witnessing a decrease of 1.9 percent compared to 

9224 thousand hectares during same period last year. Wheat 

production was estimated at 25.750 million tonnes during 

2016 witnessing an increase of 0.5 percent over the last 

year’s production of 25.633 million tonnes. The production 

increased due to better supply of inputs which contributed in enhancing per hectare yield. 

 

B. Cotton 

 

Sowing season of cotton has ended in lower Sindh however continued in other parts of Sindh. 
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During 2016-17, Cotton production was estimated at 10.671 million bales registering 7.6 percent 

increase over the production of 9.917 million bales during 2015-16 but was lower than the target of 

14.1 million bales. Cotton crop has 1.0 percent share in GDP and contributes 5.2 percent in 

agriculture value addition. The weaker than expected recovery in cotton production is mainly due to 

a sharp decline of 14.2 percent in the sowing area which stood at 2489 thousand hectares during 

2016-17 compared to 2902 thousand hectares during the corresponding period of last year due to 

exceptional losses from previous year’s pest infestation and low domestic prices at the sowing time 

that pushed growers away from cotton to other competitive crops (sugarcane and maize). 

COTTON BALANCE SHEET DURING 2016-17                                                         (Bales= 170 kg) 

Sr. 
No. 

Position 
2016-17* 

  ‘000’ Bales ‘000’ M/Tons 

1. Carryover 0 0 

2. Production 10542* 1792* 

3. Imports 2012* 342* 

 Total 12554 2134 

4. Mill Consumption 12000* 2040* 

5. Exports 127* 22* 

6. End Season Stocks 427* 72* 

 Total 12554 2134 
 

SEED COTTON ARRIVALS 2016-17 AND 2015-16 AS ON 15th  APRIL, 2017   (FINAL) 

Heads 2016-17 2015-16 
 

Punjab Sindh   Total Punjab Sindh Total 

Arrivals 6,940,071 3,787,111 10,727,182 6,002,406 3,766,037 9,768,443 
Sales to Exporters 56,100 146,256 202,356 9,975 352,166 362,141 
Sales to Textile Mills 6,670,602 3,588,627 10,259,229 5,708,410 3,348,116 9,056,526 
Sales to T.C.P - - - - - - 
Unsold Stock 212,769 51,626 264,395 281,211 64,674 345,885 

SOWING POSITION OF COTTON CROP AS ON  2nd  June, 2017                        (Million Hectares) 

Province 
Target 

 2017-18 

Area Sown % Change Over 

2017-18 2016-17 Target Last Year 

 
Punjab 

 
2.42 

 
2.185 

 

 
1.684 

 
90.0% 

 
+29.75 

 
Sindh 

 

 
0.65 

 
0.467 

 
0.636 

 
72.0% 

 
-26.57 

 
Pakistan 

 

 
3.11 

 
2.652 

 
2.320 

 
85.27% 

 
+14.31 

 

 Source: Provincial Crop Reporting Departments 
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Un-ginned Stock 600 602 1,202 2,810 1,081 3,891 
Source: Pakistan Cotton Ginners Association 

 

C. Sugarcane 

 

Harvesting and threshing of sugar cane is near to its end in Sindh. Inter-culturing in the standing 

crop has started and crop condition is good. In Punjab, ratoon and new crop is in the field.  

 

During 2016-17, the production of sugarcane portrayed a very promising picture and reached to 

historical high of 73.6 million tonnes showing an increase of 12.4 percent over the production of 

65.5 million tonnes during 2015 16 and comfortably exceeded the target of 67.5 million tonnes by a 

considerable margin of 9.0 percent. Its production accounted for 3.4 percent in agriculture’s value 

addition and 0.7 percent in overall GDP. The area cultivated for sugarcane crop reached 1217 

thousand hectares compared to last year’s area of 1131 thousand hectares showing an increase of 7.6 

percent. The production increased due to increase in area cultivated as it shifted from other 

competitive crops facing frequent distress, as for example from cotton crop which suffered on 

account of pest attacks.  

 

D. Maize 

 

Maize contributes 2.7 percent to the value added in agriculture and 0.5 percent to GDP. During 

2016-17, area sown under maize crop has increased to 1334 thousand hectares, showing a significant 

increase of 12.0 percent over last year’s sown area of 1191 thousand hectares. Maize crop 

production stood at record high of 6.130 million tonnes during 2016 showing a major increase of 

16.3 percent over the last year’s production of 5.271 million tonnes. The record production has been 

achieved on the back of intensive use of critical agricultural inputs (fertilizers) coupled with increase 

in area sown. 

 

E. Rice  

 

Transplantation of rice is being carried out in Punjab and some parts of lower Sindh.  Two new 

varieties of rice seeds have been introduced in Pakistan for a 

better crop yield. With cultivation of these seeds growers can get 

100-115 maunds per acre rice crop. Samples of GSR8-1 and 

GSR8-2 rice seeds were brought by former Chairman Rice 

Exporters Association of Pakistan (REAP) Rafique Suleman 

from International Rice Research Institute Philippines. After 

examination and experiment of two years, samples of GSR8-1 

and GSR8-2 seeds has been distributed among the growers of 

Tando Jam for sowing.  
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Rice accounts for 3.0 percent in the value added in agriculture and 0.6 percent of GDP. 2016-17, 

rice crop was sown on area of 2724 thousand hectares showing a decrease of 0.6 percent over the 

last year’s area of 2793 thousand hectares. Rice production stood at 6849 thousand tonnes achieving 

its targeted production of 6838 thousand tonnes and showing an increase of 0.7 percent over 

corresponding period of last year’s production of 6801 thousand tonnes. Rice area decreased due to 

decline in domestic prices of rice which reduced the area under the crop and growers shifted to 

sugarcane and maize crop. 

 

F. Horticulture 

 The production of Bajra also posted an increase in its production by 1.7 percent during 2016-17 as 

compared to the same period last year. 

 The production of Barley, Jowar, Rapeseed & Mastard and Tobacco has witnessed decrease in 

production during 2016-17 by posting negative growth of 9.8 percent, 7.5 percent, 3.2 percent and 

2.6 percent respectively over the same period last year due to decrease in area sown, as shown in 

the table below; 

 

 Mango fruit has reached its maturity level whereas marketing of mango is ongoing. Market prices 

are higher. During current mango season, mango crop sustained losses due to unexpected climatic 

changes  

 Tobacco crop is near its maturity stage. 

 Picking of green chilies has started in Sindh and crop condition is good. 

 

IMPORT & EXPORT SITUATION 

 

 In order to facilitate the domestic fertiliser producers, the federal government has increased urea 

quota 100 percent to 0.6 million. According to State Bank of Pakistan's (SBP) EPD Circular Letter 

No 12 of 201 in terms of Ministry of Commerce's Office Memorandum No 6(1)/2015-Exp-III 

dated May 23, 2017 , Government of Pakistan has allowed increase in quantity for export of urea 

from 0.3 million metric tons to 0.6 million metric tons. Further, it has also extended the deadline 
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for export of urea from April 28, 2017 to October 31, 2017. All other terms and conditions for the 

export of urea shall remain unchanged.  

 All Pakistan Fruit & Vegetable Exporters, Importers & Merchants Association (PFVA) has set 

export target of 100,000 metric ton for this year. Last year mango export target was set at 100,000 

ton, however by conclusion of the season the export of mango stood at 128,000 metric ton 

fetching valuable foreign exchange of US$ 68 million. Last year export value of mango was between 

USD 680 -700 per metric ton, however during the current season this value would be USD 650 per 

metric ton. 

 

WATER AVAILABILITY  

 

The Indus River System Authority (IRSA) released 2,53,000 cusecs water from the dams and run of 

the rivers Kabul and Chenab out of the total 3,13,000 cusecs inflow in the four live rivers for sowing 

and irrigating the strategic and cash Kharif crops including cotton, rice, sugarcane, maize, vegetables, 

fodder for livestock and other essential food crops across the country. The country is facing 12 

percent irrigation water shortage during early Kharif period from 01 April to 10 June as only 10,248 

MAF is estimated to be available against the requirement of 11.613 MAF water during this crucial 

period. Cotton sowing has already been delayed in south Punjab due to closure of one of the most 

important Muzaffargarh Canal and lesser discharges in the canals emanating from the Indus zone off 

Chashma and Taunsa barrages. 

During 2016-17, the availability of water for Kharif 2016 stood at 71.4 million acre feet (MAF) 

showing an increase of 9.0 percent over Kharif 2015 and 6.4 percent more than the normal supplies 

of 67.1 MAF. During Rabi season 2016-17, the water availability remained at 29.7 MAF, which is 9.7 

percent less than Rabi 2015-16 and 18.4 percent less than the normal availability of 36.4 MAF. 

All irrigation canals in Punjab are running to their full capacity for on-going sowing of Kharif crops 

including cotton, rice, sugarcane, maize, summer vegetables, fodder for livestock and fruit orchards 

in the province. 

 

FERTILIZER OFF TAKE SITUATION 

Rabi 2016-17 started with an opening balance of 1565 thousand tonnes of urea. Domestic 

production during Rabi 2016-17 was estimated around 2840 thousand tonnes. Urea offtake during 

current Rabi 2016-17 was around 3085 thousand tonnes, against 4405 thousand tonnes of total 

availability, leaving a closing balance of 1318 thousand tonnes for next season. DAP availability for 

Rabi 2016-17 was around 1673 thousand tonnes, which included 458 thousand tonnes of opening 

inventory, 843 thousand tonnes of imported supplies and domestic production of 372 thousand 

tonnes. Offtake of DAP during Rabi season was around 1503 thousand tonnes, leaving a balance of 

177 thousand tonnes for next season. 

Total availability of urea during Kharif 2017 will be about 4018 thousand tonnes comprising of 1318 

thousand tonnes of opening balance and 2700 thousand tonnes of domestic production. Urea 
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offtake is expected to be around 3000 thousand tonnes, reflecting a closing balance of 1018 

thousand tonnes. Total availability of DAP will be 639 thousand tonnes against expected offtake of 

900 thousand tonnes. Thus, there is gap of 261 thousand tonnes of DAP which should be met 

through imports by private sector. 

 

WEATHER OUTLOOK 

 

Weather outlook for the month of June shows that normal to below normal rainfall is expected in 

the southern parts of the country including southern and eastern Punjab. However, northern and 

north western parts of the country which includes NA, Azad Jammu Kashmir, KP and northwestern 

Punjab may get above normal rainfall. 

 

 
 
DROUGHT SITUATION 

 

Moderate drought conditions are prevailing across most southeast Sindh and coastal areas due to 

persistent dry conditions. During the month of May, moderate rain across upper part of the country 

contributed in water availability in reservoirs but most agricultural plans didn’t receive appreciable 

rainfall. Few rains with gusty winds and hailstorms are expected in upper part of country during the 

month of June 2017. 
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NEWS & TRENDS 

 

 The Punjab government has planned to execute five new schemes in the fisheries sector 

during the financial year 2017-18 besides working on nine ongoing schemes with a provision 

of Rs 0.850 billion. Major targets and new initiatives fixed for 2017-18 are establishment of 

Tilapia Research Centre at Fisheries Research & Training Institute, Lahore; studies on 

economic analysis of cage fish culture in Potohar Region; establishment of Tilapia Hatchery 

and Shrimp Culture Farms at Muzaffargarh; establishment of Biodiversity Hatchery at 

Trimmu Head Works for sustainability of Riverine Fisheries resources and establishment of 

aquaculture export processing zone under PPP mode. 

 

 Sindh Government has banned hunting freshwater fish and marine shrimps for two months 

(June and July. These restrictions will cover Sindh's seawaters, rivers and lakes.  According to 

Director General Fisheries Sindh Governmen,: The ban is placed on hunting and trading of 

sweet water fish including Thela, Raho, Morakha, Dahi, besides marine and aquaculture 

shrimp species during the next two months. The ban violators will face court with one year 

jail and Rs 50, 000 of penalty. 

 

 The Punjab government has decided to revamp its 'forest policy' after every 10 years to make 

it in line with the contemporary needs. Improvements and changes introduced in the federal 

forest policy will also be incorporated in to the Punjab forest policy. 

 

 

******* 
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